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C O L O N I A L  C A S A

Mission

Colonial CASA promotes and protects the best interests of children who

have been abused or neglected, by training court-appointed volunteers to

advocate for them in the court and the community. Our goal is to give each

child the opportunity to thrive in safe and permanent homes.



Mi casa es su casa...
Is a well-known Spanish expression that means, “my house is your house”, or in

a broader context, what’s mine is yours. In a shared community, this is also true

— what’s mine is yours: first responders, educators, professionals, substance

abusers, the homeless, child abusers, and yes, the children who are abused. We

share the community, and together, we all bear the weight, good and bad of it,

both now and in the future. You’re reading this because you chose to be a good

neighbor. In a world that is busy, busy, busy, and too often self-focused, you

stopped to take an interest. You stopped to inquire about the hurting. You

stopped to offer your help — help that will last. In return, you receive the simple

gratification of knowing that you provide the next generation of children with a

reason to hope and an opportunity to thrive in safe and permanent homes.

Whether a donor, a volunteer, or someone who spreads the word about

champions for children, our CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate) board

and staff thank you for being a neighbor and a friend.
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Victoria Canady, Ph.D.

Mary Lou Crosbie, J.D.

Program Director

“We owe our children, the most

vulnerable citizens in our society, a life

free of violence and fear”

-Nelson Mandela

So many children live in fear and
pain. We can do something about
that. We can volunteer to
advocate for these children, give
them a voice, give them a chance.
CASA makes a difference, one
child at a time. The support of our
community keeps our program
going so we can give a child hope.
I am proud to be a part of the
CASA organization and grateful to
our donors and supporters. -
Thank you!

Scarleth Romero, Seasonal Intern



This year Colonial CASA was very fortunate

to welcome three new board members,

Mitch Farkas, Debbie Grosser, and April

Lawrence. 

Mitch worked at Merrill Lynch for 20 years

then started his consulting firm, Princeton

Financial Insights. 

Debbie has been working for the College of

William and Mary (W & M) for 15 years. She

is currently a  Project Director. 

April,  a W&M  employee, and alum is

currently an associate director and has

been with W&M for nearly 10 years. 

“Every new beginning comes from    
 some other beginning's end.”

 Philosopher Seneca

Mitchell Farkas (left), Debbie Grosser (middle), and

 April Lawrence (right). 

New Board Members!

Retired Board Members
Tom  Cardwell and Rebecca Bresee

(middle photo), and David Coffield 

 (bottom photo),  stepped down after

6 years of service.  Bettye Simmons

and Nora Sydow (not pictured) also

retired after fulfilling their 3-year

commitment.

Thank you for all the time and 

dedication as board members. 



Lovely! I love working

with Denise!!! You have

some lovely volunteers.

 - Paris Little (Dept. of

Social Services)

This year, Colonial CASA welcomed four new advocates:

Mary Falter, Sarah Ortego, Claudia Rinaldi, and Rowena

Seaman.

CASA Volunteers are amazing!  This work is never easy

and is often frustrating.  Stir in a covid virus that caused

irregular work hours for resource providers and

collaborative partners, and social distancing, it would be

no surprise to see unprecedented turnover — yet, not

our CASAs.  The greater the challenge the greater they

pursue answers, direction, and the best interest of

children of abuse and neglect.  They realize the

importance of their voice to the court. They realize the

importance of their voice to the child. 

Thank you CASAs for being our frontline HEROs. 

MAKING  A DIFFERENCE
TOGETHER 

Mary Falter (top left), Sarah Ortego (top right),

Claudia Rinaldi (bottom left), and Rowena Seaman

(bottom right).
2020-2021 Advocates 

Amazing Advocates!

Barbara Barham

Brandi Carlton

Mary Falter 

Jeanne Garrison 

Tracy Gharbo

Karen Guglielmo

Sue Knepper 

Monica Larkin

Darcy Morrison

Bill Napper 

Sarah Ortego

Linda Palmer

Ruth Plagenhoef

Karen Plant

Claudia Rinaldi

Rowena Seaman

Denise Sherman

Chuck Simmons

Sylvester Smith

Laura Spatz

Beverly Stewart

Niki Thrash

Laura Walls

bold = 5+ years

The CASA report was

very through. Thank you.

It filled me in very well.

- Judge Davis,

(Substitute Judge)



April Child Abuse Prevention Month  

BLUE SUNDAY: On the last Sunday in April, various churches across the country
took a moment to pray for abused and neglected children, their parents, and the
people who help them.  CASA staff and advocates were given the opportunity to
talk about child abuse and neglect and receive special offerings for our cause. 
 Thank you Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church, The River Church Toano, Williamsburg
Community Chapel, World Outreach Worship Center, and all other churches who
anonymously supported our efforts.

Meet Bill and Mary Cripe 

National Child Abuse Prevention Month is a time when
families, communities, and organizations come together to
promote awareness and education toward stopping abuse
and neglect from occurring.  The US Department of Health
and Human Services has recently released a wonderful
resource guide for combating the issue of child abuse and
neglect. 
 www.childwelfare.gov/topics/preventing/preventionmonth
/resources/resource-guide/

I would like to share some thoughts with you about my time here at Colonial CASA.
I joined CASA in 2013. At the time I don’t recall any strong motivation to do so. I
had heard about it from a CASA board member who suggested I look into it. I knew
I was a people person, I liked kids and I had time on my hands. I was volunteering at
church, and I was an Executive Partner at William & Mary but being a CASA really
piqued my interest.

As the years went on, I found my time here to be very rewarding and I loved
everything about it — except the report writing but that’s just me. I got “hooked”
on the kids and I never looked back. It warms my heart each time I see a smile on
their face and equally when there’s a positive outcome for all interested parties.

Then Covid entered everyone's life in some way or another. On July 2nd, 2020 my
wife Mary rushed me to the hospital where I was diagnosed with the disease and
admitted immediately. Within a few weeks, my condition took a turn for the worse.
When I went on the ventilator doctors were not hopeful. But I beat the odds and
after 112 days in the hospital, I came home to begin my long recovery.

So now I’m ready for life and everything that lies ahead. Due to a little Covid brain,
I’m going to go through CASA training again. Mary and I are helping with the Fun
Fair, specifically working on donations, and though it was skipped this year Mary
and I will resume our efforts next year heading up the school supply drive. I will
continue to be a CASA for as far as I can see. It’s truly meaningful for me to serve
others whenever I can and I thank them for allowing me to do so.  

Photo by: Alexander Kravets
Alexandersfoto.com

Friends of CASA

Advocate Niki Thrash captures her sons doing 
Something Blue for Child Abuse Prevention Month

Tracy Gharbo planted pinwheels at
Comber Physical Therapy

 & Fusion Chiropractic



"A kind gesture can reach a wound that only compassion can heal." - 
Steve Maraboli 
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Gary and Mary Lou Crosbie

Henry and Suzanne Vernon

Isabelle H. Thumm
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J. Michael and Connie Harshaw
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Jean Van Tol

Jeff Lande

Jim and Jacqui Booth
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The roots of all goodness lie in the
soil of appreciation for goodness.-

Dalai Lama XIV

Up to $99.00 

Albert and Patricia Chiappetta

Anthony and Karen Annoni 

Barret and Nancy Shrout 
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Robert and Pam Michael

Robert and Ruth Bott 
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Ronald and Paulette Goldstein 

Susan Wolfe 
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Thomas and Lauris Zeni 

Thomas and Linda Pratt 

Thomas S. Squire

Donation Made in memory of: 

Roy Massengill 

         By Edward and Harriet Merkling



Tracy and Linda have been CASA volunteers for a

combined total of 13 years. Tracy is a marketing

manager in the healthcare industry.  Linda managed a

family-owned construction business until her recent

retirement and previously worked as a school

counselor. This dynamic duo represents what a CASA

mentor (Linda) and mentee (Tracy) can do when

they're motivated. Linda and Tracy didn't just write a

book.  They created an inspiration that educates

older foster youth and anyone who faces challenging

circumstances on how to always strive for joy,

success, and inner peace through hope.  

Authors Spotlight 

Reshuffled
A story of resilience, strength, and determination

 that will inspire many generations to come.  

Reshuffled 
 the lives of twenty-two former foster youth who

have defied statistics. Their tragic and yet

compelling journey through abuse and neglect is told

in a realistic and undeniable voice that says,

everyone counts. The narratives illustrate how

resilience, hope, and caring adults can change a

child’s story despite their origins. Reshuffled is an

excellent demonstration of the flaws and strengths

of foster care, humanity, foster children, and the

community resources that support foster children.

From the hearts of the adults looking back, solutions

are offered to improve the process and reduce the

astonishing statistics that face older youth in foster

care. We all can make a difference no matter how

great or small our efforts.

Tracy Gharbo Linda Palmer 

is a written documentary of 

Thanks to The Rotary Club of Williamsburg

and The Kiwanis Club of Toano, CASA could

print and donate Reshuffled to older youth

in foster care.



I was fifteen years old when I went through

Hurricane Katrina. Growing up in New Orleans is a

completely different environment and culture

than anywhere else. It was all I had ever

experienced, so it was my normal. I didn’t see

anything wrong with my life. It is only looking

back now, that I realize that no child should be

put through the abuse and neglect I experienced.

I had heard about the hurricane coming, but you

just grow up with that. We didn’t take it

seriously. I came home one day, and my family

had packed up the house and left. Everything

was gone. I was by myself. I went to my friend’s

where we tried to prepare, but we didn’t think it

would be as bad as it was. We heard a loud boom,

like a bomb going off. The levees had broken, and

the water was rushing in. The rest of the

hurricane is a blur. We rode it out. 

Excerpt From Reshuffled

 Gia's Story

To read more of Gia's story scan the

QR code to the right.  



Abuse is the second

leading cause of death,

behind Sudden Infant

Death Syndrome, for

children 0-5 years of age.
 

As many as two-thirds of the

people in treatment for drug abuse

reported being abused or

neglected as children.

14% of all men in prison and 36%

of women in prison in the USA

were abused as children.

Of the children who died, 44.4%

suffered physical abuse either

exclusively or in combination with

another maltreatment type.

Abused teens are more likely

to engage in sexual risk taking

behaviors, putting them at

greater risk for STDs.

About 30% of abused and

neglected children will later

abuse their own children,

continuing the horrible cycle

of abuse.

Child abuse is oppression that affects children in many communities across the US

including our own.  It has no color, no economic standing, and no political view.  Together

we rise against it so that all children of the next generation can live in safe and happy

homes with the opportunity to thrive.

The Effects of Child Abuse

For more information on the topic of child abuse please visit:

https://americanspcc.org/child-abuse-statistics/



Older foster youth face many obstacles while in the foster care system and when they age

out of it. Colonial CASA recognizes these obstacles, therefore we will be piloting a new

program in the near future to address these obstacles.  We're proud to say we have an

excellent team of board members who are committed to doing what is within our power, to

leave a legacy of success for foster and at-risk youth.  Success

After reaching the age of 18,

20% of the children who were

in foster care will become

instantly homeless.

There is less than a 3% chance

for children who have aged out of

foster care to earn a college

degree at any point in their life.

7 out of 10 girls who age out

of the foster care system will

become pregnant before the

age of 21.

The percentage of children who

age out of the foster care

system and still suffer from the

direct effects of PTSD: 25%.

1 out of every 2 children who age

out of the system will develop a

substance dependence.

Despite all of the challenges,

70% of foster children regularly

say that they would like to attend

college one day.

For more facts about older foster youth please visit:

https://nfyi.org/51-useful-aging-out-of-foster-care-statistics-social-

race-media/

Facts on Older Foster Youth 



Bridges to Success  (BTS) was originated and first

piloted by Piedmont CASA. The program was

developed to specifically focus on foster and at-

risk youth and to provide one-on-one coaching to

reduce the statistics found on the previous page.

Virginia Beach followed two years later, and now

Colonial CASA will be 3rd CASA program in Virginia

piloting the program.  Our goal is to have it fully

running before July 2022.  We are currently writing

grants to support BTS and we're confident that

with the proven success that the other CASA

programs have seen, Colonial  CASA's at-risk youth

will also benefit from this low-cost program.   

Funding will support a Bridges Director/Coach to
work with youth ages 14 and up, to develop skills
such as relationship building, problem-solving, and
capacity building.  We will help youth develop a
comprehensive and measurable plan to guide and
support their transition to living an independent
and interdependent life.  

Bridges to Success

Pilot Program Comes to

Colonial CASA

Studies show that youth with a long-term coach/mentor have less stress and are less likely to have been

arrested at age 19. Further, studies show pursuing permanency (CASA's existing program), having enduring

coach/mentors, maximizing school stability, conducting strengths-based assessments, pursuing

educational supports, and treating mental health problems that may act as barriers to educational success

helps to move older youth toward success and away from poverty and homelessness. Most youth aging out

do not have family whom they regularly rely upon for emotional and practical support for daily living. There is a

debilitating gap existing between youth from care and parented youth as they transition to adulthood. 

 Bridges to Success will fill that gap for CASA children.

 
Maximizing educational achievement of youth in foster care and alumni: Factors associated with success

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0190740912000679 Is anybody there?
Natural mentoring and psychosocial outcomes among older youth transitioning from foster care

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S019074090800159X



Demographics

Children Served and Permanency Outcomes

FY 2022 began July 1, 2021.  While we've
served just 10 children in this age range, our
year has only begun.  Colonial CASA is
seeing more teenagers come into care and
we anticipate our numbers averaging at 17
per year. 



Finance Report 

 88% of all contributions are used for 
Program Services.

 
990 from June 30, 2020



Meant to Be

Our story begins with a tragedy that no one should ever have to face. Three young sisters, all under the age of

5, two parents in the throes of substance abuse, domestic violence, and sporadic homelessness. Then it

happens. The infant, so small and frail, unable to speak for herself, stops breathing. A rush to the hospital

availed no hope,  sadly, she passes. Hospital records show massive injuries to the baby girl, some new, others

healed. What happened that night? We don’t know. But we do know, the two remaining sisters, Madi and Bella,

have had their world turned upside down.

Madi and Bella are removed and placed in foster care, unaware their baby sister is gone. Bella cries herself to

sleep every night. Madi has special needs and requires significant medical attention. Their parents are

uncooperative with social services and the future of these two little girls looks bleak.

In comes their CASA volunteer determined that these children have a good life and can put this nightmare

behind them. Two relatives step up, willing to take custody and give Madi and Bella a home. Our advocate

leaves no stone unturned in her investigation: interviewing, visiting, observing. All that matters is finding these

children a safe, permanent home. The CASA determines both relatives are good people and have Madi and

Bella’s best interests at heart. She knows that there is a rough road ahead for them with counseling for both,

physical therapy for Madi and lots of time and attention from their caregiver. 

Their maternal aunt is favored by the Department of Social Services as the placement for the children. The

CASA disagrees. She has no doubt this aunt is a good, loving person. She has a full-time job, children of her own

at home, and multiple responsibilities that require her attention. The advocate is concerned she will not have

the time and energy required to dedicate to Madi and Bella’s needs. The paternal aunt, who had also been

considered and investigated, is single, works from home, and has a large support network. Both aunts love

these children, but only one can be awarded custody. Our volunteer recommends to the court that the paternal

aunt be awarded custody, even though she knows this is contrary to the opinion of the professionals in the

case.

At the court hearing, the maternal aunt is awarded custody. The CASA is disappointed but remains determined

to see that Madi and Bella receive the best possible outcome. A review hearing is set 3 months later to check

in on the children. The CASA visits, interviews and observes, still having her original doubts about the

placement. Her report to court does not waiver at this hearing. She believes the best interests of the children

are better served with the paternal aunt. And guess what? The judge, the professionals, and the maternal aunt

agree! 

Madi and Bella are going home—to their forever home—safe and secure at last. Did the CASA’s determination

have anything to do with this outcome? We’d like to think so. Madi and Bella now have a new beginning, new

hope, and a family that was meant to be.



Colonial CASA

3917 Midlands Road, Suite 2A

Williamsburg, VA 23188

Thank You 


